
FURNACE COMMUNITY SCIO 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING  ON THURSDAY 15 JANUARY 2025 

1. Attendance:- Donald MacNeill (Chair), Sharon MacInnes, Andrea 	
Henderson (Secretary), Carol Watt, Naline Swalies, Peter Hogbin, Ann Dodd, 	
Ronnie Dodd.	 	  

2. Apologies:-Lynda Syed (Treasurer), Adele Sinclair. 

3. Minutes of the last meeting:- Approved, with the exception of an issue 
raised by Peter Hogbin about an error of fact - this will be deleted.   Proposed by 
Ronnie Dodd and seconded by Peter Hogbin. 

4. Matters arising from the minutes:- Electricity charges - Donald has been 
working to sort out the electricity accounts and why we have two accounts rather 
than  one.  On one we owe £30 and on the other we are £800 in credit.  We have 
one meter with two readings - one for standard rate hours and the other for 
cheaper rate hours.  The readings are the wrong way round and Donald has been 
taking photos regularly to sent to SSE.  They have promised to sort the problem 
out by March when we will get the next bill and hopefully there will be a conclusion 
before the next meeting. 

NB:  At the moment we pay around £6 per hour for heating. 
Handrail for path to Queen Elizabeth: -  Mark has emails from the Council about 
this issue and Sharon will pass them on to Lynda who is getting estimates of the 
costs on behalf of the SCIO.

Christmas lights:-    These were all new and now need to be dismantled. 

Donald again emphasised the need to have a proper and permanent base for the 
tree which would help to keep it fully upright.   Hamish should have a solution for 
this.

Switch on of the Christmas lights:-   It was agreed that this had been a very 
successful evening and not spoiled by the rain as most people met up in the Hall 
initially and went back for mulled wine and mince pies after the switch on.

Hall hire rates:-    Sharon, Donald and Lynda will meet to decide on rates that 
would be appropriate for differing types of events.	  

5. Treasurer’s report:-  Due to illness, Lynda was not able to attend the 
meeting but she had sent her report which included the following details:-

Cash in hand - £103.57;  Supporting Communities Fund (Climate Change) - 
£372.98 (restricted); Shop and Bungalow - £11,010.94 (designated);  Bank total - 
£19,750.06;  Unrestricted funds - £8,366.14.

Notes:-  £500 + quote for further electrical works required for the shop - new 
board and earth wire.   Climate Change monies still to spend.  Funds were boosted 
by £1,000 transfer from the Social Club and £430 for Hall hire and donations.  The 
Wind Farm grant (for back garden and benches) monitoring report has been 
completed, submitted and accepted. 



Bank account:-   Peter recommended opening a second bank account which 
would generate interest.


6. Shop and Bungalow:-   See note within the Treasurer’s Report (above) 
about quote for electrical works. 

7. Events:-  The Bowls Club is planning to have a fund-raising event and has 
asked for the Bar to be available.

Bingo will be held as usual on the last Friday of the month.

It was agreed to hold a Race Night if the Round Table would be willing to run one - 
Sharon will contact them.   Possible dates (if agreed) would be 29 March and 18 
April (Easter weekend). 

8. An Suidhe Wind Farm Applications:-  It was agreed that our next 
application  should be for new furniture for the Bar.  Donald, Sharon and Naline will 
meet to decide what is needed and to cost 3 options.

  
9. Social Club:-  Naline presented details of the position at the end of 
December 2024.  From a cash balance of £1882, £1,200 was paid into the bank 
account.  £900 annual insurance was paid at the beginning of January and a gift 
was bought for Margaret Moncur in appreciation of her willingness to audit the 
accounts.  The bank balance is now £897.98. 

10. AOCB:-   Balfour Beatty will be invited to a Community Council meeting to 
talk about their Community Funding scheme.    When this is arranged SCIO 
members will be welcome to attend.

Furnace School -  Sharon told us that the Council has mothballed the School for 
a year initially, with another review scheduled for December 2025. It will be 
important to ensure that historical documents such as the School’s Registers are 
safeguarded and available to the Furnace Community.

Peter highlighted the importance of submitting an application to register our 
interest in the Community Right to Buy Scheme.  We also need to consider what 
we would want the School Building to be used for and how this objective could 
become a reality.

Millennium Time Capsule - there is some uncertainty about the location of the 
Capsule.  Sharon thinks that it was buried in the Memorial Garden but it is 
important to be certain.


11. Date of next meeting:- Thursday 13 March 2025


