
FURNACE COMMUNITY SCIO 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING  ON THURSDAY 13 MARCH 2025 

1. Attendance:- Donald MacNeill (Chair), Lynda Syed (Treasurer),  
Andy Henderson (Secretary), Sharon MacInnes, Carol Watt, Adele Sinclair, 
Naline Swales, Peter Hogbin, Louise MacKellar, Kenneth MacKellar. 

2. Apologies:-        Mark Boston 

3. Minutes of the last meeting:- Approved.  Proposed by Naline 
Swailes and Seconded by Louise MacKellar. 

4. Matters arising from the minutes:-   a). Electricity - no change yet 
and we still have 2 accounts.   Our last paid bill was in September for £327 
and we now have a bill of £1,900 but with a £1,000 credit we owe about 
£1,000.  It is still a mess and Donald will discuss it with Lynda before 
contacting SSE to sort it out and get the meters changed.  Donald now has 
access to the portals and can check both accounts.  When the meter issue, 
and what we owe, is sorted out we should go back to a monthly direct debit 
and pay about £200.

b)  Handrail for Queen Elizabeth - Lynda has costed the 2 lengths of railing at  
around £600. It would need to be concreted in and Lynda would like 
suggestions of who might do the work.

c)  Permanent base for the Christmas Tree - Caitlin Quinn of SSE has been 
asked to help sort this.

d)  Hall hire rates - still to be decided.

e)  Millennium Time Capsule - this is in the loft with  bag of papers and a 
Nokia mobile phone.  It is in a water proof barrel with a note that it is to be 
opened on 1 January 2100.


5. Treasurer’s Report - Cash in hand - £65.27, Bank total -£19,925.43,  
Shop and Bungalow - £12,408 (designated), Unrestricted funds - £7,523.43. 

Notes - final reports have been submitted and accepted for grants received 
and spent - these are Supporting Communities Fund (Climate Change) and 
An Suidhe Windfarm Grant for the Hall patio.

Other items include:- quote for £500 for further electrical works (new board 
and earth wire) required for the shop .   Quote of £50 for roof tile on the 
bungalow (still to be fixed).   £450 has been spent on the Bar refurbishment 
and an application for a Windfarm grant for the remainder will be submitted 
by the closing date of 30 March.   The Expelair extractor fan in the Shop 
needs to  be ungraded.   £1,000 has been spent repairing the fence by the 
Shop.   The water charge for the Hall will increase.  We could have a reserve 



of £20,000 within the next few months, but although the work needed on the 
Shop and Bungalow has almost been completed we need to be prepared for 
more weather damage.  

The books are being prepared for the annual audit.   
  
6. Shop and Bungalow - as above - most of the work has been 
completed. 

7. Events  The Bowls Club had a successful open evening a few weeks 
ago and the Bar did well.

Bingo Night is still once per month and is going well.

Future events -  Sharon has arranged a Race Night for Saturday 29 March  -  
raffle prizes and food for the night would be welcome. 

8. Social Club and refurbishment of the Bar - as mentioned within the 
treasurer’s report a grant application to the An Suidhe Windfarm Fund for 
new furniture is being prepared and work costing £450 has already been 
paid for.

Naline, Social Club Treasurer, reported a bank balance of £2,094.50, cash in 
hand £543.77 and £1,000 paid out for stock.

It was suggested, and agreed, that in future the Social Club’s treasurer’s 
report should be given at the same time as the SCIO’s treasurer’s report.


9. An Suidhe Windfarm Community Fund - applications - Bar 
Refurbishment - already covered within the treasurer’s report and the 
application will be submitted before 30 March.  It will be necessary to 
demonstrate that this is wanted by a majority of the 103 Social Club 
members. 

10. AOCB - a)  we need to arrange a training / retraining course in First Aid 
and accessing the Defibrillator for volunteers in the community.  Lynda will 
contact Andy Craven who is a qualified trainer and Andy will apply to the 
Community Council for a micro grant of £250.

b)  we should have signs for the Community Garden (at the back of the Hall) 
and encourage more people to use it. 

15. Date of next meeting - Thursday 22 May 2025 

_____________________________________ 


