FURNACE COMMUNITY SCIO

MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON THURSDAY 18 September 2025

1. Attendance:- Donald MacNeill (Chair), Lynda Syed (Treasurer), Andy
Henderson (Secretary), Sharon Maclnnes, Carol Watt, Adele Sinclair, Mary Gillies.

2. Apologies:- Naline Swales

3. Minutes of the last meeting:- Approved. Proposed by Carol Watt and
seconded by Lynda Syed.

4. Matters arising from the minutes:-

A) Electricity - no progress since the last meeting and SSE haven’t been to check the
meter. Donald said that the charging rate which is cheaper in the day time and higher in
the evenings is the wrong way round for us and there is no point in changing the direct
debit until the situation is sorted.

B) Handrail on path to Queen Elizabeth - Lynda will submit an application to the
Community Council for an An Suidhe micro grant and Sean Cook will install the handrail
when he has time.

C) First aid training - there will be 2 morning sessions, one on first aid and the other
on CPR and the use of the defibrillator. £250 of the cost of £480 will be covered by an An
Suidhe micro grant and the SCIO will pay the balance. Andy Craven will also check our
first aid box and advise on updating.

D) Storage in the shower room - will include a cabinet for documents.

5. Treasurers’ Reports

A) SCIO - Bank balance £21,289.50 includes:- Shop and Bungalow £15,813.40
(designated), Leacainn Walk £1,200 (designated), Restricted Windfarm Grant £82.31
(remaining), Restricted for First Aid Courses £480, Unrestricted funds £3,713.79, Cash in
hand £25.51.

Notes:-

* Sharon will use the remaining Windfarm grant to buy a lamp and bulbs for the
multi-purpose room.

* The agreement to have the Shop painted for a quote of £1,500 has been delayed
to the accidental damage.

* The Expelair repair and new board have not started yet but Alaistair Mirrlees will
lease with Carol.

* TV Licence refund is to be reclaimed as it has been paid by both the SCIO and the
Social Club.

* Cooks Creative Gardens has been paid for the materials for the Leacainn Walk
repairs.

* The Village Hall Insurance is being paid annually as this is 6% cheaper than direct
debit.

* The unrestricted funds of £3,713.79 are low but the reserves for the Shop and
Bungalow could be used if needed.

* The Insurance requirement for the electrical report to be carried out every 5 years

is due by 26 October.



* Acknowledging period poverty, tampons and sanitary towels will be made available
if the ladies’ toilet.

B) Social Club

* Closing balance of £2,346.83 (opening balance was £2,364.95). Some money
(say £1,000) could be transferred to the SCIO but this will be delayed as there will be no
Fish Fridays for the next 3 weeks and that will affect the bar takings.

* Donald will be in touch with Booker to negotiate a discount by producing the
licence.

6. Shop and Bungalow

There is no fixed date yet for the work needed to repair the damage to the Shop
porch - Lynda has been phoning AVIVA most days. Unfortunately, the builders work
normal hours from Monday to Friday and so the Shop may have to close. In this case
Alastair Mirrlees might be able to work on the Expelair and the board at the same time.
Donald will talk to David about whether food, Post Office and some items could be sold
using the back door.

7. Events

* Bingo as usual on the last Friday of the month.

* The Abba Night has been confirmed for Saturday 1 November and £5 tickets are
being sold in the Shop. DJ Wee Joe is doing this without a fee but it was agreed that we
should give him a present. We may also have a raffle and some food.

8. An Suidhe Windfarm Community Fund applications

* It is unlikely that we will be able to apply by the closing date of 8 October but Carol
will try to get a quote for black out blinds in the Hall so that we can use the projector. It
will be necessary for someone to come to the Hall to get accurate measurements and to
advise on whether we should have blinds or curtains.

* Sharon mentioned the need for work on the War Memorial and we should aim to
submit an application for the April round if we can get quotes in time.

9. Leacainn Walk maintenance - covered within the Treasurer’s Report

10. AOCB

* Sharon pointed out that we will need to have a meeting in October to decide on
arrangements for Christmas and we have to have an AGM before Christmas.

* Lynda will let the Auditor know the date of the AGM so that the accounts can be
sent to OSCR.

* Cumlodden Church is to be sold and when that happens the lecture which was

given by Pearl Campbell will be brought to the Hall.

11. Date of next meetings
* Ordinary meeting - 7pm Thursday 23 October 2025
* AGM - 7pm Thursday 20 November 2025




